Christmas Family Service
Opening Prayer

Dear Lord] esus, we are | O)QQA[ to gather together on this specia[ occasion to
commemorate your birth; Please bless our gatheving tonight that each and
every one who comes before you may be ﬁ“ed with joy and thanksgiving
because of the marvelous deeds which you have done for us. May your

name be exalted high among us. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen!

Call to Worship Psalms 100:1-3

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with
gladness; come before him with joyful songs. Know that the Lord is
God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the

sheep of his pasture.

Hymn Singing
O Come, All Ye Faithful (P26)

0 come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!
0 come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem
Come and behold Him
Born the King of Angels
0 come, let us adore Him
0 come, let us adore Him
0 come, let us adore Him
Christ the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation
Sing, all ye bright host of heaven above!
Glory to God
All glory in the highest



0 come, let us adore Him

0 come, let us adore Him

0 come, let us adore Him
Christ the Lord!

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning
Jesus, to Thee be all glory given
Word of the Father
Now in flesh appearing
0 come, let us adore Him
0 come, let us adore Him
0 come, let us adore Him
Christ the Lord!

The Angle Appeared to Mary Luke 1:26-38

Scripture Recitation (individually or Take turns)

?®In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel
Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, >’ to a virgin pledged to be
married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The
virgin’s name was Mary. BThe angel went to her and said,

“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”

»*Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind
of greeting this might be. 30But the angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 3You will conceive
and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. **He will be
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God
will give him the throne of his father David, 3and he will reign over

Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”

34“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”

*>The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the



power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be
born will be called the Son of God. **Even Elizabeth your relative
is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be
unable to conceive is in her sixth month. *’For no word from God

will ever fail.”

384T am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me
be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.

Prayer

Dear heaven[y Father , thank you for choosing humble Mary to accomp[ish
Your will. The Holy one, the Son of God is coming, He is Jesus Christ, the
eternal King; He is the true ligh’t which shines in our darkness. We rejoice

for his birth.

Hymn Singing
In Our Darkness Light Has Shone (P12)

In our darkness light has shone, Alleluia. Still today the light shines on, Alleluia
Word made flesh in human birth, Alleluia; Light and life of all the earth
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

Christ the Son incarnate see, Alleluia; by whom all things came to be, Alleluia
Through the world His splendors shine, Alleluia; full of grace and truth divine
Alleluia,Alleluia,Alleluia

All who now in Him believe, Alleluia; everlasting life receive, Alleluia
Born of God and in His care, Alleluia; we His Name and nature share
Alleluia, Alleluia,Alleluia

Christ a child on earth appears, Alleluia; crown of all creation’s years, Alleluia
God's eternal Word has come, Alleluia; He shall lead His people home



Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

The Angel Appeared to Joseph Matthew 1:18b-25a

Scripture Recitation (individually or Take turns)

18 (Jesus the Messiah)’s mother Mary was pledged to be married to

Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be
pregnant through the Holy Spirit. '*Because Joseph her husband
was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public

disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.

%But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid
to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. #'She will give birth to a son, and you are to
give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their

. )
sins.

22 A1l this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the
prophet: B«The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and

they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).

*When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. >**But he did not

consummate their marriage .

Hymn Singing
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (P14)
0 come, O come, Emmanuel

And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here



Until the Son of God appear
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel

0 come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan's tyranny
From depths of hell Thy people save
And give them victory o'er the grave
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel

0 come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here
And drive away the shades of night,
Pierce the clouds and bring us light!
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel

0 come, Thou Key of David, come
And open wide our heavenly home
Make safe the way that leads on high
And close the path to misery
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel

Prayer

Dear God, You are a faithﬁd God, You do marvelous deeds. No matter how
many years have passed, Your promise never fai[s. Emmanuel, God lives
among men. How unbelievable that God lives with us! You are our Lord,
you will never forsake your peop le, but will guide and lead them accord'mg
to your good purpose. Dear Lord, now p[ease be with each one of us,
humble and cleanse our hearts that we may all have a pure and truthﬁd
heart towards You!



Jesus Born in Bethlehem Luke 2:1-7

Scripture Recitation (Individually or Take turns)

'In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should
be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census
that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) *And

everyone went to their own town to register.

*So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the
house and line of David. *He went there to register with Mary, who
was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a

child. ®*While they were there, the time came for the baby to be
born, “and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him
in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest

room available for them.

Meditation and Saints’ Thanksgiving Prayer (Please feel free to pray)

Dear Lord]esus, You are the Most H'Lgh, the son of God. Yet You are wi“ing
to be born in a lowly manger in the small town of Bethlehem; We thank
you for your wonderful and sacrificial love for us.

Hymn Singing  (can choose one)
Silent Night (P16)

Silent night, holy night
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child
holy infant so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace



Sleep in heavenly peace

Silent night, holy night
Shepherds quake at the sight
Glories stream from heaven afar
Heavenly hosts sing 'Alleluia
Christ the Savior is born
Christ the Savior is born

Silent night, holy night
Son of God, love's pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth

O Little Town of Bethlehem (P18) /
Once in a Royal David’ s City (P20)

Angles Proclaim Good News to the Shepherds Luke 2:8-16

Scripture Recitation (Individually or Take turns)

8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping
watch over their flocks at night. ® An angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. '°But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring

you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.

""Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is
the Messiah, the Lord. *This will be a sign to you: You will find a
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

3Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the
angel, praising God and saying,



“Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

*When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this
thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” '®So
they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was

lying in the manger.
Hymn Singing (can choose one)

Angels We Have Heard on High (P22)

Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o'er the plains
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains
Gloria In Excelsis Deo
Gloria In Excelsis Deo

Shepherds why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
what the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heavenly song?
Gloria In Excelsis Deo
Gloria In Excelsis Deo

Come to Bethlehem and see
Him Whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King
Gloria In Excelsis Deo
Gloria In Excelsis Deo

It came upon the Midnight Clear (P24)/ Angels, from the Realms of
Glory (P27)/Hark! the Herald Angels Sing (P30)



Thanksgiving Prayer (Please feel free to pray) or a Short Message

Jesus Chvrist, the savior, the one who will deliver us ﬁrom our sins has been
born; such good news that all the peop[e should know. Dear LOVOU esus,
thank you for sending the angels to these humble shepherds to proclaim
such great news. Thank you fov sending your ange[s to proclaim this good
news to us that we may hear and believe. We really hope that in this
Christmas season, all the world can hear this good news and believe. Many
peop[e are [iving in misery and fear, hence they need this good news and
they need you. May you move the hearts of your children, that they may

Join the ange[s to proc[aim this marvelous news to the peop[e around them.

Magi from the East Worship Jesus Matthew 2:1-2, 7-11

Scripture Recitation (Individually or Take turns)

'After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of
King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked,
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his

star when it rose and have come to worship him.”

" Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the
exact time the star had appeared. ®He sent them to Bethlehem and
said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him,

report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the
star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped
over the place where the child was. '®When they saw the star, they
were overjoyed. ''On coming to the house, they saw the child with

his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then



they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold,

frankincense and myrrh.
Hymn Singing (can choose one)

Joy to the World (P28)

Joy to the World, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,

Nor thorns infest the ground
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found
Far as , far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders, of His love.

Angels, from the Realms of Glory (P27) /

10



Hark! the Herald Angels Sing (P30)

Prayer

Dear Lord, you are the king of the]ews, you are the king of the Magi ﬁom
the east, you are even more the king of our lives. We give you thanks that
we have this pvivi[ege and b[ess'mg to hear this good news; ]fnot through
you, we would die in our sins and transgressions. You came down from
your heaven[y throne to be born as a man and died for our sins so that we
can be delivered from the penalty of eternal death thus we should sing
aloud with the heaven[y host Glovy to God in the highest, and on earth
peace to men on whom his favor vests may the whole world know you as
their Lord and King! Our dear LovdJ esus, in this joxﬁd and festive season,
move our hearts that we may grasp this opportunity, this b[essing to share
the good news that you came to the world to save sinners; may more people
praise your ho [y name. Thank you for watching over our gathering tonight
May the grace of our Lovd Jesus Christ, the love of our heavenly Father, the
fe“owship of the Ho[y Spirit be with us a[ways, ﬁrom now till fovever. Amen!

Silent Meditation and Dismiss
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In Our Darkness Light Has Shone

Timothy Dudly-Smith, 1997

Ronald A. Turner, 1998
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O Litte Town of Bethiehem
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I. O lit - tle town of Beth - le - hem, how  still we see thee lie!
2. For Christ is born of Ma - ry. and gath-ered all a - bove.
3. How si - lent - ly, how si-lent - ly the won-drous gift is  giv'n;
4. O ho - ly Child of Beth - le - hem, de - scend to us, we pray:
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last-ing  Light;
6] morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly  birth,
No ear may hear His com - ing, but in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas  an - gels the  great glad ti-dings tell:
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the hopes and fears of all  the years are met in  thee o - night
and prais-es sing to  God the King, and peace to men on ecarth.
where meek souls will re - ceive Him still the  dear Christ en - ters in.
O come to wus, a - bide with us, our Lord Em-man - u - el
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EXTIHE
Once in Royal David’ s City

l

s o1 1 1712]¢? | 13 5. 3 32010701 -
T < I = ] | A
{ [ /3 T T N ™ T T I T i, T ST
/L ll;LL M I 1 |, | I . 1 | I : —
D ? » ﬁ d r . . Ld o’ r r Za
15 #A I F ZHE BA— 2 KA I M
2F m W F o2 OB X EX B XB T A
h = ;s S
3 B & 2 B SFERE MR B O BH OF K
4% B X R OB O5EZE BB O I# X @®
oL, .-
" e —— L ‘ =
S T 1 i
I. Once in roy - al Da-vids cit - y stood a low - ly cat - tle shed,
2. He came down to earth from heav-en, who is God and Lord of all,
3. For He is our child-hood's pat-tern, day by  day like us He  grew;
4. And our eyes at last shall see Him,thro' His own re-deem-ing love:
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for that child so dear
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Ma -ry was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ her lit - tle child.

with the poor and meek and low -1y lived on earth, our Sav-ior  ho-ly.
and He feel-eth for our sad-ness, and He shar - eth in our glad-ness.
and He leads His chil - dren on to the place where He is gone.
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AEREER X
Angels We Have Heard on High

French melody, 18th century?
French carol, 18th century Arr. by John W. Peterson, 1921-
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1. An- gels we have heard on high, Sweet-ly sing-ing oer the plains,
2. Shep-herds,why this ju - bi- lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro- long?
3. Come to Beth-le - hem and see Himwhose birththe an- gels sing;
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And the moun-tains, in re - ply, Ech- o - ing their joy- ous strains.

What the glad-some ti- dings be Which in-spire your heav'n-ly song?
Come, a-dore on bend- ed knee Christ the Lord, the new-born King.
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It came upon the Midnight Clear
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I It came up -on the mid-night clear, that glo - rious song of old,
2. Still through the clo - ven skies they come, with peace - ful wings un-furled,
3. Tor lo. the days are has-t'ning on, by proph-ets seen of old,

from an-gels bend - ing near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
and still their heav'n - ly mu - sic floats o'er all the wea - ry world;
when, with the ev - er - cir-cling years, shall come the time fore -told,
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"Peace on the earth, good-will to men,from hea-ven's all gra - cious King":
a - bove its sad and low - ly plains they bend on hov - 'ring wing,
when peace shall o - ver all the earth its  an - cient splen-dors fling,
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the world in sol - emn still-ness lay to hear the an - gels sing.
and ev -er o'er its  Ba - bel sounds the bless-ed an - gels sing.
and all the world give back the song which now the an - gels sing.
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Latin hymn, 18th century O Come,All Ye Faithful . o o
Trans. by Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880 ADESTE FIDELES From Wudes Cantus Diversi, 1751
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1. O come, all ye Tfaith- ful, Joy-ful and tri. um- phant, Come ye O
2. ¢ Sing,choirsof an- gels sing in ex-ul - ta- tion, Sing all ye
3. 3AYea Iord ,we greet Thee, born this hap-py morn- ing, Je - sus to
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come ye to Beth - le - hem; Come and be - hold Him,
bright hosts of heav'n a - bove; Glo - ry to God, all
Thee be all glo - ry givn; Word of the Fa - ther,
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born the ng of amn - gﬂ,: senza ped.
glo- ry in the high-est: O come,let us a- dore Him, O come,let

now in flesh ap_ pear- ing:
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ped.
us a-dore Him, O come,let us a. dore Him, Christ, the Lord.
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Ye who s;ng cre - a -
God with mian is  now
Seek the great De - sire
Sud-den- ly the

Lord,

tion's sto - ry,
re - sid - ing, Yon- der shines
of na- tions Ye have seen
de-scend-ing, In His

tem -

Now pro-claim Mes - si- ahs birth:

the  in-fant Light:
His na- tal star:
ple shall ap- pear:

- = — % =
1. An- gels, from the realms of glo- ry, Wing your flight o'er all the earth,
2. Shep-herds,in the fields a-bid- ing, Watch-ing o'er your flocks by night
3. Sag - es, leaveyour con-tem-pla-tions, Bright-er vi-sions beam a - far;
4. Saints be-fore the al - tar bend-ing, Watch-ing long in hope and fear,
53 1 s % 2 0 7 v 7 6 71|76 5-]
I, | 4 4 .—'l +
Y £ R I8 ! BE & X & & £ B %
2 ¥ @& ;4%2@ NG gxxﬁx.
B ?E o % 12 . e X = 8 %
2 m#ExE B R B27F A R B E X Xt xR
'3
R — o
! i ﬁl 1 ¥ . 53 o 71

) - e |
I i |
I 1 11 14 |
T 1 T g = ¢ 1 ) - § i
¥ P

Come and wor-ship come and wor-ship, Wor-ship Christ, the

new horn King.
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Isaac walls, 1919
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Joy To The World

Lowell Mason, 1839;
adapt, George F.handel 1742
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I. Joy to the world! the Lord is come; let earth  re-ceive her King;
2. Joy to the earth! the Sav-ior reigns; let men their songs em - ploy;
3. No more let sins and sor-rows grow, nor thorns in - fest  the ground;
4. He rules the world with truth and  grace, and makes the na - tions prove
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let ev - 'ty heart pre - pare Him room,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains,
He comes to make His bless - ings flow
% 4 the glo - ries ofl His right - eous - ness,
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and heav'n and na-ture sing, and heavn and na-ture sing,
re - peat the sound-ing  joy, re - peat the sound-ing  joy,
far as the curse is found. far as the curse is  found,
and won-ders of His love, and won-ders of His love,
and heav'n and na-ture sing, and heav'n and na-



R ‘EFE@@*Q“A

°

—

°

)
H
B
%
Y,

. e
°

Wbl (W

-

R
FEESE @

®
_.
b HHAS

o &% ot 4

e=s

2

e8]

b

and heav'n and  heav'n and na - ture sing.

re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
far as, far as the curse is found.
and won - ders, won - ders  of His love.
ture sing, _
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Hark! the Herald Angels Sing
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Hark! the her- ald an- gels sing, “Glo- ry to the new-born King;
Christ, by high-est heavn a - dored, Christ,the ev- er-last- ing Lord:
Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Right-eous- ness!
Come, De- sire of Na-tions.come! Fix in us Thy hum-ble home:
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Peace on earth, and mer-cy mild— God and sin- ners rec- on - ciled!”
Late in time be-hold Him come, Off-spring of a vir- gin's womb.
Light and life to all He brings, Ris'n with heal- ing in His wings.

Rise, the wom- an’s con-q'ring seed, Bruise in us  the ser-pent’s head.
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Joy - ful, all ye na- tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in  flesh the God-head see, Hail th'in - car-nate De- i - ty!
Mild He lays His glo-ry by, Born that man no more may die;
Ad - am's like-ness now ef - face, Stamp Thine im-age in its place:
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With th'an - gel - ic hosts pro- claim, “Christ is  born in Beth-le - hem.
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el.
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them sec-ond birth,
Sec - ond Ad-am from a- bove, Re - in- state us in Thy love.
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Hark! the her-ald an- gels sing, "Glo-ry to the new-born King!”
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